be pointed out that the use of the Five Books in the mid-and late Ming was a legitimate practice supported by the court due to its creation of a nation-rescue story related to Patriarch Luo. Other later popular sects were also influenced by the Five Books.
Chapter 3 introduces a succession of charismatic teachers, such as Patriarch Ying Ji'nan (1527 Ji'nan ( /1540 Ji'nan ( -1582 Chapter 4 examines the religious life of the converts as reflected in a collection of conversion tales, Causes and Fruits of the Seven Branches (Qizhi yinguo 七支因果 ), which is dated to the late Ming by Ter Haar. Ter Haar demonstrates that this group of believers rejected certain popular practices such as burning paper money and worshipping icons of ghosts and spirits. However, they still held fast to traditional Buddhist ideas, such as belief in an underground world. What they emphasized was the purity of the mind and the simplicity of ritual. Patriarch Luo's teaching in the Five Books remained essential for practice. The source also shows that the Non-Action Teaching was at that time a major social movement, attracting primarily low-status literati, quite a number of female followers, and people of military background, but relatively few people from agricultural professions.
Chapter 5 continues to explore religious beliefs and practices as illustrated by a series of ritual manuals dated to the late Ming and early Qing. Here, Ter Haar tends to use the term "iconophobia" to characterize a series of unconventional practices inspired by Chan Buddhism and practiced by early followers, including the rejection of "erecting Buddha statues, reading sutras, reciting the name of the Buddha, burning paper money, and converting donors," and even ancestor veneration (119). In this chapter, the author rejects the application of the modern label "messianism" to this movement because it lacks an eschatological discourse centering on the mythical messianic figure of the Unborn Venerable Mother (Wusheng laomu 無生老母), who was commonly venerated in many popular movements such as the Lotus Teaching. Rather,
